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Abstract:
The impact of music on children's intelligence

The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of music
instruction on the cognitive development of pre — school children.

Thirty students of music classes at the beggining of the course of
learning music were assigned to the experimental group. And thirty
kindergarten children with no music instruction, were the control group.

Children were pre-and posttested with 4 subtests of the Tehran —
Stanford — Binet Intelligence Scale. The experimental group participated
in a 12 week, 75 — minute weekly, music curriculum. Statistical analysis
showed significant gains for participants receiving music instruction of
general reasoning ability. Also they scored significantly higher than the
no music group on the TSB verbal reasoning and short — term memory
subtests. The Numerical and visual / abstract reasoning abilities did not
differ for the two groups after lessons. These data support studies that

found similar skills enhancements in preschool children, despite vast

differences in the setting in which the instruction occurred.

Keywords : Music, cognition, intelligence, children
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